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Accident on the New Bedford and Taunton 
Railroad. 


On Saturday afternoon, as the accommodation 
train on the New Bedford and Taunton Railroad 
was on its way from this city to Boston, an axle 
of the tender broke when the cars were about an 
balf mile from Wier Village, Taunton, and the 
three passenger cars were thrown olf the track. 
After tearing up the rails for some distance, they 
were finally precipitated down an embankment. 
The engine escaped by the breaking of the coup- 
ling irons, The baggage car performed a com- 
plete revolution, in the last of which it passed over 
the telegraph wire and was thrown right side up 
across a stone wall. The first passenger car was 
broken into two pieces and entirely demolished. 
Some twenty-five persons were in it who were 
more or less injured, but fortunately no lives were 
lost. Hiram Davis, of Fall River, was the most 
seriously injured of any of the passengers. He 
was hurled through the broken flooring, under- 
neath the trucks, whence he was with difficulty 
extricated, very badly bruised and wounded. We 
learn that he is improving this morning, and that 


he will probably recover. Mr. Oliver Lewis, of 


Providence, Mr. Thomas 8. Hathaway and Mr. 
Lorenzo D. Lawton, of Assonet, and Messrs. 
Wheaton and Parody of Tauntor, were badly 
but not seriously bruised. Mr. Wetherell, the 
Conductor, was quite seriously injured, but will 
be able to resume his duties in a few days. The 
passengers concur in passing him a high compli- 
ment for his coolness and efficiency during the 
excitement. The number of persons who were 
more or less injured, is about twenty ; those who 
were more seriously injured, are named above. 
The physicians of Taunton were promptly on the 
ground and rendered alJ the medical assistance in 
their power. There were several very remarka- 
ble escapes which have come to our knowledge. 
Among them was that of Mr. Geo. W. Choate, of | 
this city, who was hurled through the bottom of 
the car with great force, but escaped, fortunately 
with hut a few bruises on one of his wrists. Mr. 
Davis who was so seriously injured was taken to 
a house near the scene of the accident, where he 
still remains. Among the large number of ladies 
on board, but one was injured, and she but slightly. 
We presume that the old stereotyped remark 
“there was no one to blame,” may be safely and 
with truth used in regard to this accident. It 
was of that nature which no care or prudence 
could prevent. There does not appear to have 
been any culpable negligence on the part of any 
person whatever, but the accident was one which 
may at times occur and which it is not in the 


power of any one to provide against. 
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